LIFE AND  PERSONALITY  OF  EARL  OF  OXFORD
Kensington (hence *6Earl's Court"), where he
would fly his hawks, and return with a bag of
herons and partridges. Occasionally the Queen
would send for her "Turk," as she called him,
to play on the virginals or dance with her. But
even at this early age he would be often found in
the library. When he was only thirteen and a
half, ids tutor, Laurence Nowell, Dean of Lich-
field, writes to Burghley: "I clearly see that my
work for the Earl of Oxford cannot be much
longer required." He was then sent to St.
John's College, Cambridge, and received an Hon.
M.A. degree at the early age of fourteen and a
half years. The law claimed his attention next.
In 1567 we find admitted to Gray's Inn Lord
Oxford, Philip Sidney, and John Manners, brother
of the Earl of Rutland. Oxford's tastes were
literary; in his list of expenditure in 1569-70,
when he was nineteen, we find one entry " Geneva
bible gilt, a Chaucer, Plutarch's Works in French,
with other books and papers," another, "Tully's
and Plautus5 works in folio."
In 1570, when Catholic risings were being sup-
pressed in the north of England, the Earl applied
that he might serve his " Prince and Country,"
and was sent to join the staff of Sussex. He there-
after became the staunch friend and supporter of
Sussex at Court in his feuds with the Earl of
Leicester, aided by his nephew and heir, Philip
Sidney. He was in 1573 in high favour with the
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